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“How can one challenge and change a
research system that is still governed by old-
boy networks and which is still based on the
grant rush, on competition, on hyper-
productivity and on the fact that subjects are
expected to be fully available at all times?”

(Murgia & Poggio, 2019)
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SNSF: Implementation of the DORA Declaration™

The San Francisco Declaration on Research Assessment (DORA) intends to halt the practice of AN
correlating the journal impact factor to the merits of a specific scientist's contributions. The SNSF — }&
signed the DORA declaration; however, the implementation is still pending. Documents and forms G : ‘\\

have been developed, which are according to the DORA declaration, and are in place. In order to
achieve the full implementation of the DORA declaration, supporting measures like training in this
regard will be developed and conducted. Also according to this statement, this practice creates
hiases and inaccuracies when appraising scientific research. It also states that the impact factor is
not to be used as a substitute "measure of the guality of individual research articles, or in hiring,
promotion, or funding decisions”. The declaration originated from the December 2012 meeting of
the American Society for Cell Biology. The quote below originates from the declaration:

“We recognize that many funding agencies, institutions, publishers, and researchers are already
encouraging improved practices in research assessment. Such steps are beginning to increase the
momentum toward more sophisticated and meaningful approaches to research evaluation that can
now be built upon and adopted by all of the key constituencies involved.”

The suggestion for RFOs is to consider the value and impact of all research outputs (including
datasets and software) in addition to research publications and to consider a broad range of impact

measures including qualitative indicators of research impact, such as influence on policy and
practice for the purpose of research assessment.

Source, GEECO (2019)
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“...the problem needs to be tackled
directly, trying to fight and change
the system itself, starting from gender
inequalities to other types of
inequalities, such as those based on
sexuality, class and ethnicity. In short,
it is about changing the very roots of
the system.” (Murgia & Poggio, 2019)
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